C 2 H 6 NaO 3 PSe, monoclinic, P12 1 /c1(no. 14), a =10.7676 (6) 
, Z =4,R gt (F) =0.030, wR ref (F 2 ) =0.080, T =233 K.
Source of material
The title compound was prepared from O,O,O-trimethyl selenophosphate [1] and one equivalent of sodium iodide by refluxing in acetone for 3h,inanalogy to the procedure used for the respective sulfur compound [2, 3] . After removal of the resulting methyl iodide by distillation, the remaining precipitate was filtered, washed with cold acetone, and dried (yield 95 %). Single crystals were obtained by diffusion of diethyl ether into asolution in methanol. Spectroscopic data are available in the CIF.
Discussion
Ionic liquids (ILs) have shown ap otential to dissolve lignocellulosic material readily and in industrially relevant amounts. Even though the first generation of 1,3-dialkylimidazoliumbased ILs suffered from high melting points, high viscosities, and corrosiveness due to their halide anions, more recent systems could overcome some of these drawbacks while still exhibiting excellent dissolving properties with regard to ligno-cellulosic materials by introduction of acetate [4] or dimethyl phosphate [5, 6] as counter ions. In order to investigate the effect of lower symmetry of the anion on the physical properties of the ionic liquid, we recently combined sodium O,S-dimethyl thiophosphate with some common 1,3-dialkylimidazolium cations. These dialkylphosphate-related ionic liquids are advantageous solvation and fractionation media for ligno-cellulosic materials [7, 8] . In continuation of this work, we now prepared the analogous selenium compound. This sodium salt is aconvenient reagent to convert 1,3-dialkylimidazolium chlorides into the corresponding O,Se-dimethyl selenophosphates. In addition, the hydrogen bond acceptor properties of ILs and their effect on cellulose solubility have been correlated by 1 HNMR in model solutions [9] . It seems attractive to utilize the presence of several active nuclei in the new ILs for multinuclear ( 1 H, 13 C, 31 P, 77 Se) NMR studies. In the crystal structure of the title compound, the central phosphorus atom displays ad istorted tetrahedral coordination, with angles between 102.8°(∠O2-P1-O3) and 119.4°(∠O1-P1-O2). The P1-Se1-C1 angle (97.4°)i sc onsiderably smaller than the P1-O3-C2 angle (121.4°). The low symmetry of this new anion can also be seen in the different P1-O3 and P1-Se1 bond lengths: 1.600 and 2.226 Å,r espectively. The sodium cation is coordinated by five oxygen atoms with short Na···Odistances: O1 ( 
